
Classroom Presentation Outline 

 

 

I. PowerPoint presentation  

a. Introduction – Program goals 

b. Gift of Life Michigan overview 

c. Organ and tissue donation process 

d. Organ donation 

i. The waiting list and statistics 

ii. Criteria to be an organ donor  

iii. Organs that can be donated for transplant: heart, lungs, kidneys, liver, pancreas, small 

intestine 

iv. Name the organ – photo comparison of diseased vs. healthy human organs 

v. How organ allocation works 

vi. Organ donation in multicultural communities 

vii. Recipient/donor family testimonial  

e. Cornea donation 

i. How are corneas used? 

f. Tissue donation 

i. Pass around tissue specimens 

ii. Statistics  

iii. List of tissues that can be donated and applications: tendons/ACL, skin, bones, heart valves, 

blood vessels, veins, nerves 

g. Living donation 

h. Michigan Organ Donor Registry 

i. Donation requirements 

j. FAQs 

k. Talk with your family 

l. For more information 

II. Questions 

 

A link to an online evaluation will be emailed to you after class. 
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Gift of Life Michigan overview
 State’s federally designated organ and tissue donor program

 Serves 9.9 million people, 176 hospitals and nine transplant 
programs

 Incorporated in 1971 by five transplant surgeons

 Maintains the Michigan Organ Donor Registry, in cooperation with 
the Secretary of State

 24/7/365 operations, including surgical center and full-service 
laboratory

Call to Gift of Life
• Organs: When 

clinical triggers 
reached, or brain 
death testing begins

• Tissue: After death 
has been declared 

Authorization, 
Medical Suitability and 
Management
• First Person Authorization 
• Family approached if 

decision unknown
• Organs: Staff go on-site to 

review files, determine 
eligibility, consult hospital, 
manage donor

• Tissue: Staff contact 
families by phone

Matching, Viral 
Testing
• Compatibility 

between donor and 
potential recipients

• Infectious disease 
screening

• Organ placement

Recovery and 
Transplantation
• Donor hospital or 

surgical center
• Delivery to transplant 

center or tissue 
processor

• After recovery, the 
donor is taken to the 
funeral home

• Donor family aftercare

The donation process Organ donation
 Michigan

 3,004 as of May 1, 2019

 Nationally

 113,698 per UNOS 5/1/19

Kyle was diagnosed 
with cardiomyopathy
shortly after she was 
born. She received a 
heart transplant when 
she was just 2 years 
old.

Sadly, Kyle passed 
away at the age of 19 
while waiting for a 
second heart 
transplant.

A rare gift
 338 organ donors in 

2018
 1,085 organs 

transplanted

 1-2% of people die in a 
manner that would allow 
them to be an organ 
donor

Brandon’s decision to be a donor gave life to five others 

What organs can be donated?
 Heart

 Lungs

 Kidneys

 Liver

 Pancreas

 Intestines
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Name the organ! Name the organ!

Name the organ! Name the organ!

How organs are placed for transplant
 United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS)

 Severity of illness

 Blood type

 Size

 Antigens (HLA)

 Geography

 Wait time

Andrea received a kidney 

and pancreas transplant

Dayja was diagnosed with kidney 
failure at age 16.  During her 

junior year, a kidney transplant 
saved her life!

Organ donation in multicultural communities
 African Americans are more likely to:

 Have increased risk for heart disease, high 
blood pressure and diabetes

 Find a genetically compatible match within their 
own racial or ethnic group

 32% of Michigan waiting list

 22% of donors statewide

Jai’Wan received a kidney 
transplant at age 11
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Organ donation in multicultural communities
 Hispanic/Latino populations have:

 High rates of diabetes and heart 
disease

 A chronic liver disease rate that is 
twice that of the Caucasian 
population

 20% of waiting list (nationally)

 13.8% of donors (nationally)
Nayeli, heart recipient 

BEFORE

AFTER

Cornea donation
 Eversight facilitates cornea donation in 

Michigan

 No waitlist for cornea transplants

 Anyone can be a cornea donor – even people 
with poor vision

 The oldest cornea recipient was 103 years old

 The youngest cornea recipient was 3 days old

How are corneas used?
 Gina’s eye was injured during a 

basketball game. In order to see again 
she needed a cornea transplant.  

 Receiving the “gift of sight” enabled 
Gina to get back on the court, and even 
to play basketball in college!

Tissue donation
 Michigan

 1,384 in 2018

 Approximately 1.5 million tissue 
transplants are performed each 
year in the United States

 One in 20 Americans will need 
some type of tissue transplant 

Stephen, tissue donor

What tissues can be donated?

 Bone

 Tendons

 Heart valves

 Veins

 Skin

 Nerves

Kristin received a bone transplant in her arm 
(replacing cancerous bone) at age 13, allowing her 
to continue playing sports and follow her dream of 
becoming a police officer

How is tissue used?

Lily received a nerve 
transplant to reattach 
her hand after an ATV 

accident
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Living donation

 Kidney

 Liver lobe

 Lung lobe

 Facilitated through 
transplant centers –
NOT Donor Registry

Nick (left) donated a kidney to his friend Brandon (right) 

Lansing State Journal

DONOR

Michigan Organ Donor Registry

 Maintained with SOS

 Confidential database

 Accessed only at the 
time of individual’s death

 Available at 
giftoflifemichigan.org

Who can register to be a donor? Register to be a donor at any age
 There is no age limit to join the 

Donor Registry 

 People in their 90s and 100s have 
become organ, tissue and eye 
donors

 Minors can also join

 Until you turn 18 your parent or 
legal guardian determines if you 
can be a donor if you pass away

Evan, organ, tissue and eye donor

No medical condition prevents signing up 
 People with cancer, hepatitis, diabetes, 

hypertension, lupus, bad eye sight and 
even HIV have donated organs, tissues 
or corneas

 A physician evaluates all potential 
donors at the time of death to determine 
what can be used to help others

Did you know?

Being a registered 
donor will not affect 
your medical care

All major religions 
support organ, tissue 
and eye donation

There is no cost to your 
family for you to be a 
donor

Donation does not 
affect funeral 
arrangements
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Talk with your family

 Discuss organ donation with 
your family

 One less decision for your 
family to make at a really hard 
time

 Ask your family members if 
they have the red donor heart 
on their driver’s license Rebecca saved 7 lives through  

the gift of organ donation

For more information:
 Visit golm.org

 Community service 
opportunities available

 Connect with us on social 
media  

Spencer received a heart 

transplant when he was 16



“ I’m proud to have a heart  
transplant because I am happy 
to be alive!”

– Devin, heart recipient 
 
 

“ The best part of having a  
transplant is that I get to go and 
meet new kids like me at camp 
every year. It’s my safe haven, 
a place where I can show off my 
scars without getting teased.”

– Alex, liver recipient

“ Amya shared love with everyone 
she came in contact with. Love 
was shown to Amya through the 
selfless act of a stranger when 
they decided to donate their 
child’s heart to her.”

–  Brianna, mother of heart 
recipient Amya

“ I’m so thankful to my donor  
for my new heart. It’s a blessing  
to be alive today because of  
him. I can do so many things  
now that weren’t possible when  
I was younger.”

– Nayeli, heart recipient

“ It’s cool to see just how many 
people’s lives he impacted and 
how many people were affected 
by his passing and are sharing  
his legacy.”

–  Friend of Stephen,  
tissue donor

Anyone can save and improve lives through 
organ, tissue and eye donation.

golm.org   •   866-500-5801 
facebook.com/giftoflifemichigan

twitter.com/giftoflifemich
instagram.com/giftoflifemich

Stories of Hope

Devin
14-year-old Devin was born with a rare, multi-symptom genetic disorder called 
Barth syndrome, which led to heart transplant surgery at just 9 weeks of age.  
Now a high schooler, Devin enjoys watching hockey, playing video games,  
and traveling with his parents.

Stephen
Stephen’s life was cut short when he passed away from a tragic accident at the age 
of 17 just a month before his high school graduation. Stephen lived his life every 
day extending love and respect to everyone he encountered. He always used the 
term “ELE!” or “Everybody Love Everybody.” Stephen’s lasting gift to this world was 
his designation on his driver’s license to be a donor; and he proudly left a legacy to 
help others through tissue donation.

Nayeli
15-year-old Nayeli was born prematurely with a hole in her heart. Several years  
later a heart transplant became necessary to save her life. Nayeli is alive today 
because another family chose to donate their young son’s organs after he passed 
away. She is a talented artist and enjoys swimming and playing volleyball.

Amya
Amya received a life-saving heart transplant when she was just 2 years old. Sadly, 
Amya died six years later while waiting for a second heart transplant. She enjoyed 
dancing, singing, riding her bike and spending time with her family.

Alex
Alex was diagnosed with biliary atresia at birth and had a liver transplant when he 
was only 8 months old. Alex enjoys comic books and traveling. He wants to be an 
artist when he grows up.



Other bones
Create pins and screws to promote  
healing and eliminate the need to remove 
hardware; also used for spinal fusion 
spacers, joint replacement and  
bone regeneration

Skin
For burn victims; abdominal wall repair 

after hernia surgery; breast reconstruction 
after mastectomy; bladder and  

uterine suspension 

Heart valves
Repair congenital and acquired heart  
valve defects

Ribs and costal cartilage
Facial reconstruction (jaw, nose, ears)  
often related to trauma

Long bones
Limb salvage in cases of bone cancer  
(to avoid amputation) and repair of  
traumatic injuries

Veins
For bypass surgery and kidney  

dialysis shunts

Nerves
Can protect a recipient’s damaged nerve  

during healing, repair severed nerves and 
gap (connect) injured nerves

Tendons
Arthroscopic tendon and ligament repairs,  

especially in sports injuries

Eyes/corneas
Restoration of sight

Heart

5-year survival rate  
of 70% or more

Lungs

3-year survival rate of 68%

Liver

70% provide 5 years of life  
or more

Kidneys

Improve lives for an average  
of 12–15 years

Pancreas

Improve lives for an  
average of 10-plus years

Intestines

Nearly 3,000 lives improved  
in the U.S. to date

Every donation counts
One donor can give 8 life-saving organs as well as tissues  

and corneas that can improve up to 75 lives.

Organs that can be donated

Tissues that can be donated

Did you know?
•  Minors can register to be donors too. Be sure to discuss 

your decision with your parents.

•  Anyone has the potential to be a donor, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, and health conditions.

•  More than 1 million people need tissue transplants each year.

•  Nearly 50,000 people have their vision restored through  
cornea transplants every year.

Test your knowledge (more than one answer may be correct)

1.  Which of the following organs 
can be transplanted?

 a. kidneys and pancreas
 b. brain and stomach
 c. heart and lungs
 d. liver and intestine

2.  What type of organ transplant is 
most needed?

 a. kidney
 b. heart
 c. liver
 d. lungs

3.  Which of the following tissues 
can be donated?

 a. bone, skin, and heart valves
 b. corneas, nerves, and veins
 c. fingernails and teeth
 d.  tendons, ribs, and costal  

cartilage

4.  Approximately how many people 
in Michigan need a lifesaving 
organ transplant?

 a. 5,000
 b. 10,000
 c. 3,000
 d. 1,000

5.  Can people of different races 
and ethnicities be a match for 
organ transplants?

 a. Yes
 b. No

6.  How can people make their  
decision about donation known?

 a.  Say “yes” at the Secretary of 
State office

 b. Talk with their family
 c. Sign up at golm.org
 d. All of the above

Test your knowledge answers: 
 1. acd, 2. a, 3. abd, 4. c, 5. a, 6. d

Michigan Organ Donor Registry
Signing up on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry will ensure your decision 
to donate your organs and tissues is honored. Parents may legally revoke 
the decision of a minor to be a donor until that individual turns 18.

For more information, visit golm.org/go/allofus
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