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Massive statewide campaign to add 1 million names to Michigan Organ Donor Registry sees early results
Donor Drive 2010 launches with the help of hundreds of groups using grassroots efforts, social media, table drives and stories of hope to save more lives
ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Gift of Life Michigan and its partners are asking 1 million more Michigan residents to say yes to organ and tissue donation in 2010, hoping to bolster the state’s registry to meet the urgent need for life-saving transplants.
Michigan ranks 42nd nationwide in the percentage of licensed drivers who have documented their decision to someday become organ, eye and tissue donors.
One reason Michigan trails other states: Many residents aren't aware that signing the back of a driver's license or state ID is no longer the way to express a decision to be a donor. Since 2007, people join the Michigan Organ Donor Registry by going to giftoflifemichigan.org, by calling 800.482.4881 or by visiting any Secretary of State branch office.
“If you don’t have a red heart symbol on the front of your license or state ID, you aren’t fully registered,” Gift of Life Michigan CEO Richard Pietroski said. “And with 3,000 people in the state waiting today for a life-saving transplant, this is a matter of life or death.”
The Donor Drive 2010 campaign encourages people to join the registry and receive the heart symbol for their license or ID from the Michigan Secretary of State. Signing up is simple; it takes just 30 seconds to complete.

Through April, 101,000 Michigan residents had formally added their names to the state’s confidential database. That’s 22 percent more than signed up during the same period in 2009. New registrations in 2009 totaled 240,000.
The response has been enthusiastic: Campaign efforts at hospitals have netted nearly 5,400 new registrations while colleges and universities have worked to add 2,500. Other groups helping statewide include businesses, places of worship, community groups, fraternal organizations and volunteers.
A single organ, tissue and cornea donor can save up to eight lives and improve the lives of 50 more.
Gift of Life Michigan is working with the Michigan Eye-Bank, the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, the Michigan Department of State and the Donate Life Coalition of Michigan, among others, to encourage residents to sign up to save and improve lives. Those residents can then ask their friends, family and colleagues to do the same. 
Dozens of other groups, big and small, also have committed to helping with Donor Drive 2010. They range from large businesses, to college students, service clubs, faith communities and more.
One key component of Donor Drive 2010 is social media. Gift of Life's brand-new website features an Internet tool called a widget that allows users to sign up on the Donor Registry, then share that message through email, Facebook, Twitter and other social media.
This sign-up tool also can be hosted on websites of businesses, non-profits or service groups interested in joining Donor Drive 2010 to save and improve lives. The widget features a special page at http://donordrive2010.com with a map of Michigan that details the percentage of registered adults by county. 

Adding 1 million names to the Donor Registry, a confidential database, will give Michigan 2.7 million registered donors and put the state in line with the national average of 39 percent of drivers registered. As 2010 began, just 24 percent of Michigan drivers had documented their wish to give the gift of life after their passing.

Gift of Life Michigan is the state’s federally designated full-service organ recovery organization that acts as the intermediary between donors, physicians and hospital staff.
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