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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Eastern Michigan University, Siena Heights University win annual organ donor drive competition
More than 2,000 Michigan residents sign up to save lives, help their school
Ann Arbor, MI – After seven weeks of donor drive tables on campus, Facebook and Twitter updates, e-mails, radio interviews and community outreach programs, it is clear that Michigan’s college students care about saving lives. So much so, that they inspired 2,063 people to sign up on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry during the 2010 Gift of Life Campus Challenge.
Eastern Michigan University won a trophy for the most donor registrations, with 405 people indicating they heard about organ donation from EMU. This is Eastern Michigan University’s first time winning a Campus Challenge trophy.

Siena Heights University won the trophy for the highest percentage of its student population signing up on the donor registry, with 10.5 percent of its students indicating their wish to become organ, tissue and eye donors. This is Siena Heights University’s second consecutive year winning a Campus Challenge trophy.
“We continue to be impressed by the generosity of our state’s young people,” declared Richard Pietroski, chief executive officer of Gift of Life Michigan. “Each year during the Campus Challenge, Michigan college students demonstrate a wonderful zeal for life. Their efforts in this campaign offer hope to people waiting for life saving transplants,” Pietroski added.
The Gift of Life Campus Challenge is one of the most successful organ donation college outreach programs in the nation, and has been recognized by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services for its exceptional results. In the seven years since its inception, the Campus Challenge has inspired nearly 24,000 people to join the Michigan Organ Donor Registry. To see how each school compared in this year’s Campus Challenge, visit www.giftoflifemichigan.org/become_a_donor/stats/.
Gift of Life Michigan is the state’s federally designated organ and tissue recovery organization, which acts as intermediary between donors, their families and hospital staff. Gift of Life Michigan, in collaboration with the Michigan Eye-Bank, provides all services necessary for organ, tissue and eye donation. For more information, or to sign up on the Donor Registry, visit www.giftoflifemichigan.org.
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Editor’s Note:

Schools which participated in the 2010 Gift of Life Campus Challenge included:

Calvin College, Grand Rapids

Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant

Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti

Ferris State University, Big Rapids

Grand Valley State University, Allendale

Kalamazoo Valley Community College, Kalamazoo

Lake Superior State University, Sault Ste. Marie, Escanaba, Petoskey

Michigan State University, East Lansing

Northern Michigan University, Marquette

Oakland University, Rochester

Saginaw Valley State University, University Center

Siena Heights University, Adrian

University of Detroit Mercy, Detroit

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Wayne State University, Detroit

WSU School of Medicine, Detroit

Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo

Student and/or faculty leaders on the above campuses are available for interviews.  Please contact Jennifer Tislerics at Gift of Life Michigan, jtislerics@giftoflifemichigan.org or 734-922-1048.
