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Contact: Betsy Miner-Swartz, communications specialist, bminer-swartz@giftoflifemichigan.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Three Michigan residents honored on organ donation float in prestigious Tournament of Roses Parade
Brandon Spight, of Detroit, Andrew Benedict, of Lowell and Carmen Lee Wilber, of Davison, were remembered and honored on New Year’s Day with portraits adorning the Donate Life Rose Parade Float in Pasadena, Calif.

They were among 76 organ donors honored with portraits made of all natural materials – called floragraphs. Each of their families were able to help complete the works of art here in Michigan weeks before the parade then send them to California to be placed on the float, entitled “New Life Rises.”
Brandon was 18 when he died in 2007 of a malformation that caused a brain bleed. Andrew was 21 when he died in a 2008 snowmobiling accident and Carmen was 4 when she died in an auto accident, also in 2008. 
More than 225,000 people joined the Michigan Organ Donor Registry in 2009 to document their desire to someday become an organ, tissue and cornea donor. Each donor can save up to eight lives and improve the lives of 50 more through tissue donation. 
To sign up on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry, visit giftoflifemichigan.org, call 800.482.4881 or visit any Secretary of State branch office. As of 2007, Michigan residents who sign up will receive a red heart donor sticker for the front of their driver’s license or ID card.  Those who have signed the back of their license, or registered previously, should update their registration to get the red heart donor sticker.
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