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YOUR ORGANIZATION participates in statewide push to sign up organ donors
Mission of Donor Drive 2010: Add one million names to the Michigan Organ Donor Registry to help save and improve lives
<<INSERT GROUP NAME>> is taking part in a massive statewide campaign to  save lives by working to help add one million names to the Michigan Organ Donor Registry.

Michigan ranks 42nd nationwide in the percentage of registered drivers who have officially expressed their wish to someday become organ, eye and tissue donors. Adding one million names to the state’s confidential database will bring Michigan in line with the national average of 39 percent. 
Just 24 percent of drivers in this state have signed the registry.
Part of the reason Michigan lags behind other states: Most residents aren’t aware that signing the back of a Michigan driver’s license or state ID isn’t enough to be a donor anymore. Residents now must join the Michigan Organ Donor Registry by going online to www.giftoflifemichigan.org, by calling 800.482.4881 or by visiting a Secretary of State branch office.

Gift of Life Michigan, the state’s only federally designated organ recovery organization, is working with Michigan Eye-Bank and Michigan Health & Hospital Association to enlist the help of hospitals statewide. 
Adding more names to the state’s confidential database will remove a family’s burden of making a decision about organ donation during their shock and grief. It also will make more organs available for the 3,000 people waiting in Michigan for a second chance at life.
<<GROUP NAME HERE HAS A GOAL TO ADD X,XXX NEW REGISTRATIONS IN 2010. IT IS DOING SO BY INSERT PLANS FOR special SIGN UP DAY, EVENT, FACEBOOK PUSH and/OR OTHER XXXX >>.

<<INSERT ORGANIZATION’S LEADER QUOTE>>  “There’s a critical need for life-saving organs in our state, so Michigan needs more residents to commit to giving organs and tissue,” said  <<INSERT NAME, TITLE>>. “It could be the only chance some of us ever have to save a life.”

After joining the Michigan Organ Donor Registry, a red heart logo will be placed on the individual’s Michigan driver’s license or state ID, indicating that person’s wish to someday be a donor.

Last year in Michigan, 288 people donated organs – not nearly enough to meet the need.

In fact, 18 people die every day in the U.S. waiting for an organ transplant. More than 105,000 are on the national waiting list for organs.
One organ donor can save the lives of up to eight people, and those who give tissue can improve the quality of life for up to 50 sick or injured people.
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