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Minority Perspectives on Organ, Eye and Tissue Donation
Why is donation critical among minority populations?
The need for transplants is higher among some ethnic minorities, primarily because some diseases that damage organs – diabetes, high blood pressure and kidney disease - occur more frequently in those populations.

Minorities do donate, but not enough to meet the urgent need. And transplants are often more successful when organs are matched with recipients of the same racial or ethnic group because of genetic similarities. 

Key facts about minorities and donation and transplantation:
· Half of all patients waiting for transplants are of an ethnic minority.

· Nearly half of those needing kidney transplants in Michigan are African American.

· 25 percent of the available donor pool are minorities.

Why are minorities sometimes reluctant to donate their organs?
Some may be hesitant to sign the Michigan Organ Donor Registry because of:

· Religious beliefs and superstitions

· Mistrust of the medical community

· Lack of awareness

· Racism

· Fear of premature death

For more information about minorities and donation, myths and religious viewpoints, please visit www.giftoflifemichigan.org
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